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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to Amendment filed June 9, 2006. Claims 1-24 are 
presented for further examination. Claims 25-26 are presented for initial examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 , 12-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Giniger et al. (hereinafter "Giniger", US Patent No 6,199,045 B1 ) in 
view of Steinbach et al. (hereinafter "Steinbach", US Patent Publication 2002/0183072 
A1). 

As per claim 1, Giniger discloses a system for the creation and management of 
bookmarks relating to a location comprising: 
a) a data server comprising; 

i) processor means for processing data (column 5, lines 64-67, column 6, 
lines 1-5, column 8, lines 41-47); 

ii) means for encoding data elements relating to said location (column 7, 
lines 10-12, column 11, lines 35-38, column 12, lines 20-23); 

iii) means for storing said data elements on a storage medium (column 1 1 , 
lines 38-39, column 12, lines 25-26, 34-35); 
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iv) means for selectively accessing said data (column 6, lines 1-5, column 8, 
lines 61-64, column 12, lines 33-37); 

v) data transceiver means (column 6, lines 5-7, column 8, lines 64-65, 
column 11, lines 59-61, column 12, lines 43-45, column 13, lines 18-19); 

b) at least one user device comprising: 

i) means for determining said location position (column 5, lines 48-55, 
column 8, lines 23-25, 54-57); 

iii) data transceiver means (column 12, lines 20-23, column 13, lines 31-33, 
column 18, lines 21-23); 

c) a data communication network adapted to connect said user device to said data 
server (column 5, lines 50-61, column 8, lines 15-34). 

Giniger does not explicitly disclose: 

ii) means for creating data elements relating to said location. 
However, in an analogous art, Steinbach discloses a system including capability for 
access via remote devices, including cellular telephones, pda, personal computers, tour 
engines that is capable of accessing information linked to geographical location, 
geographical positioning. A user log maintained in the system keeps track of each 
user's actions, such as points of interest visited and contents heard. Using the log file, 
one can enhance the trip experience by creating and adding bookmarks (paragraphs 
[0028, 0037, 0044, 0083-0084]). 
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Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Steinbach's means for creating 
data elements relating to location in Ginger's system enabling travelers to refer back to 
interesting places they visited during their trip. 

As per claim 12, Giniger discloses a method allowing an end user to create and 
store information concerning a location, said method using a system comprising a data 
server, at least a user device and a data communication network, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

a) determining the geographical position of the location using said said user device 
(column 5, lines 12-15, 49-67, column 7, lines 6-8, column 8, lines 15-21, 45-51); 

b) identifying or creating additional data associated to said location (column 6, lines 1-5, 
column 8, lines 61-64, column 12, lines 33-37); 

d) transmitting said record from said user device to said data server using said data 
communication network (column 12, lines 20-23, column 13, lines 31-33, column 18, 
lines 21-23); 

e) storing said record in said data server (column 1 1 , lines 38-39, column 12, lines 25- 
26, 34-35). 

Giniger does not explicitly disclose: 

c) creating a record comprising said position and said additional data elements using 
said user device. 

However, in an analogous art, Steinbach discloses a system including capability for 
access via remote devices, including cellular telephones, pda, personal computers, tour 
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engines that is capable of accessing information linked to geographical location, 
geographical positioning. A user log maintained in the system keeps track of each 
user's actions, such as points of interest visited and contents heard. Using the log file, 
one can enhance the trip experience by creating and adding bookmarks (paragraphs 
[0028, 0037, 0044, 0083-0084]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Steinbach's means for creating 
data elements relating to location in Giniger"s system enabling travelers to refer back to 
interesting places they visited during their trip. 

As per claim 13, Giniger discloses a method as claimed in claim 12 wherein the 
said record is created by the user of a wireless device (column 8, lines 15-34). 

As per claim 14, Giniger discloses a method as described in claim 12 wherein 

i 

said record is created by the user of a wired device (column 8, lines 15-34). 

As per claim 15, Giniger discloses a method as claimed in claim 13 wherein said 
wireless device is a cellular telephone (column 8, lines 15-34). 

As per claim 16, Giniger discloses a method as claimed in claim 12 wherein said 
record is created by the user of a browser based light client (column 8, lines 1 5-34). 
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As per claim 17, Giniger discloses a method allowing an end user to create and 
store information concerning a location, said method using a system comprising a data 
server, at least a user device and a data communication network, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

a) determining the geographical coordinates of the location using said user device; 

c) transmitting said geographical coordinates and said additional data elements from 
said user device to said data server using said data communication network (column 
12, lines 20-23, column 13, lines 31-33, column 18, lines 21-23); 

d) storing said coordinates and said additional data elements in said data server 
(column 7, lines 6-12, column 11, lines 38-39, column 12, lines 25-26, 34-35). 
Giniger does not explicitly disclose: 

b) identifying or creating additional data elements associated to said location using said 
user device; 

However, in an analogous art, Steinbach discloses a system including capability for 
access via remote devices, including cellular telephones, pda, personal computers, tour 
engines that is capable of accessing information linked to geographical location, 
geographical positioning. A user log maintained in the system keeps track of each 
user's actions, such as points of interest visited and contents heard. Using the log file, 
one can enhance the trip experience by creating and adding bookmarks (paragraphs 
[0028, 0037, 0044, 0083-0084]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Steinbach's means for creating 
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data elements relating to location in Giniger"s system enabling travelers to refer back to 
interesting places they visited during their trip. 

As per claim 18, Giniger discloses a method as in claimed 12 wherein said 
coordinates are determined with the use of a GPS device (column 7, lines 6-12, 20-25, 
45-53). 

As per claim 19, Giniger discloses a method as claimed in claimed 17 wherein 
said coordinates are determined with the use of a GPS device (column 9, lines 49-60). 

As per claim 20, Giniger discloses a method as claimed in claim 19 wherein said 
GPS device is integrated to a wireless communication device (column 9, lines 19-25, 
49-55). 

As per claim 21 , Giniger discloses a method as claimed in claim 20 wherein said 
wireless communication device is a cellular telephone (column 8, lines 1 5-34). 

As per claim 22, Giniger discloses a method allowing an end user to a record 
created pursuant to the method claimed in claim 12, comprising the steps of: 

a) accessing said data server using said data communication network using a wireless 
device (column 5, lines 50-61, column 8, lines 15-34); 

b) selecting said record said data server (column 11, lines 38-39, column 12, lines 25- 
26, 34-35); 
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c) communicating said record over said data communication network to the user of said 
wireless device (column 6, lines 5-7, column 8, lines 64-65, column 11, lines 59-61, 

column 12, lines 43-45, column 13, lines 18-19). 

it 

As per claim 23, Giniger discloses a method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the 
system further comprising a second user device, said method further allowing an end 
user to share said information concerning a location with a second end user, said 
method further comprising the step of transmitting said record from said first user device 
to said second user device using said data communication network (column 7, lines 15- 
27) 

As per claim 24, Giniger discloses a method as claimed in claim 17, wherein the 
system further comprises a second user device, said method further allowing an end 
user to share said information concerning a location with a second end user, said 
method further comprising the step of transmitting said record from said first user 
device to said second user device using said data communication network (column 7, 
lines 15-27). 

As per claim 25, Giniger discloses a system for the creation and management of 
location bookmarks relating to a location, said bookmark comprising geographical data 
elements and personalized data elements, said system comprising: 
a) a data server comprising: 
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i) processor means for processing data (column 5, lines 64-67, column 6, 
lines 1-5, column 8, lines 41-47); 

ii) means for encoding said geographical data elements and said 
personalized data elements relating to said location (column 7, lines 10-12, column 11, 
lines 35-38, column 12, lines 20-23); 

iii) means for storing said geographical data elements and said personalized 
data elements on a storage medium (column 1 1 , lines 38-39, column 12, lines 25-26, 
34-35); 

iv) means for selectively accessing said geographical data elements and said 
personalized data elements (column 6, lines 1-5, column 8, lines 61-64, column 12, 
lines 33-37); 

v) first data transceiver means (column 6, lines 5-7, column 8, lines 64-65, 
column 11, lines 59-61, column 12, lines 43-45, column 13, lines 18-19); 

b) at least one user device comprising: 

i) means for determining the position of said location (column 5, lines 48-55, 
column 8, lines 23-25, 54-57); 

iii) display means for displaying said geographical data elements and/or said 
personalized data elements (); 

iv) second data transceiver means (column 12, lines 20-23, column 13, lines 
31-33, column 18, lines 21-23); 

c) a data communication network adapted to connect said user device to said data 
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server via said first data transceiver means and second data transceiver means; 
whereby said at least one remote user device is adapted to transmit said geographical 
data elements and said personalized data elements to said data server, via said data 
communication network, in order for said geographical data elements and said 
personalized data elements to be encoded by said encoding means and stored on said 
storage medium by said storing means and whereby said at least one remote user 
device is adapted to retrieve said geographical data elements and said personalized 
data elements from said server, via said data communication network, in order for said 
geographical data elements and/or said personalized data elements to be displayed on 
said display means (column 5, lines 50-61, column 8, lines 15-34). 

Giniger does not explicitly disclose: 

ii) means for creating said personalized data elements data elements 
relating to said location, said personalized data elements being created by a user of 
said user device. 

However, in an analogous art, Steinbach discloses a system including capability for 
access via remote devices, including cellular telephones, pda, personal computers, tour 
engines that is capable of accessing information linked to geographical location, 
geographical positioning. A user log maintained in the system keeps track of each 
user's actions, such as points of interest visited and contents heard. Using the log file, 
one can enhance the trip experience by creating and adding bookmarks (paragraphs 
[0028, 0037, 0044, 0083-0084]). 
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Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Steinbach's means for creating 
data elements relating to location in Giniger"s system enabling travelers to refer back to 
interesting places they visited during their trip. 

As per claim 26, Giniger discloses a method for allowing an end user to create 
and store information concerning a location, said method using a system comprising a 
data server, at least one user device and a data communication network, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

a) determining the geographical position of said location using said user device (column 
5, lines 12-15, 49-67, column 7, lines 6-8, column 8, lines 15-21, 45-51); 

d) transmitting said record from said user device to said data server using said data 
communication network (column 12, lines 20-23, column 13, lines 31-33, column 18, 
lines 21-23); 

e) encoding said record with said data server (column 7, lines 10-12, column 11, lines 
35-38, column 12, lines 20-23); 

f) storing said encoded record in said data server (column 1 1 , lines 38-39, column 12, 
lines 25-26, 34-35). 

Giniger does not explicitly disclose: 

b) creating personalized data elements associated to said location; 

c) creating a record comprising said geographical position and said personalized data 
elements using said user device. 
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However, in an analogous art, Steinbach discloses a system including capability for 
access via remote devices, including cellular telephones, pda, personal computers, tour 
engines that is capable of accessing information linked to geographical location, 
geographical positioning. A user log maintained in the system keeps track of each 
user's actions, such as points of interest visited and contents heard. Using the log file, 
one can enhance the trip experience by creating and adding bookmarks (paragraphs 
[0028, 0037, 0044, 0083-0084]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Steinbach's means for creating 
data elements relating to location in Giniger"s system enabling travelers to refer back to 
interesting places they visited during their trip. 

3. Claims 2, 4, 6, 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Giniger et al. (hereinafter "Giniger", US Patent No 6,199,045 B1) in view of Steinbach et 
al. (hereinafter "Steinbach", US Patent Publication 2002/0183072 A1) and in further 
view of Farringdon et al. (hereinafter "Farringdon", US Patent Publication 2002/0089421 
A1). 

As per claim 2, Giniger, in view of Steinbach, discloses a system as claimed in 
claim 1 . Giniger, in view of Steinbach, does not explicitly disclose in which the data 
elements are adapted to contain data representations of: 

a) the geographical position of the location; 

b) an identifier associated with the location. 
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However, in an analogous art, Farringdon discloses a device having GPS location 
means and is able to take a record of current location information. The information 
describes the physical location of the user and device. The user of the device can 
gather physical location information of locations of interest to build up a set of "location 
bookmarks". The user can subsequently access this information at will. The user can 
also set specific alarm events for each location causing an output signal to be 
generated when the device returns to a particular location, (paragraphs [0031 , 0034]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Farringdon's data elements 
representing the geographical position and an identifier associated with the location in 
Giniger's system enabling the user to effectively build a library of specific location that 
can be accessed at will. 

As per claim 4, Giniger, in view of Steinbach, does not explicitly disclose a 
system as claimed in claim 2 wherein said identifier is one or more of the following: 

a) a text; 

b) a video recording; 

c) an audio recording; 

d) an image. 

However, in an analogous art, Farringdon discloses a device having GPS location 
means and is able to take a record of current location information. The information 
describes the physical location of the user and device. The user of the device can 
gather physical location information of locations of interest to build up a set of "location 
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bookmarks". The user can subsequently access this information at will. The user can 
also set specific alarm events for each location causing an output signal to be 
generated when the device returns to a particular location. One type of location 
information is a text string that may be used to identify a location (paragraphs [0031 , 
0034-0036]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Farringdon's identifier is one or 
more of text, video recording, audio recording, and image in Giniger's system enabling 
the user to associate text strings with locations and subsequently scroll through a list of 
recorded locations by identity. 

As per claim 6, Giniger, in view of Steinbach, does not explcitly disclose a system 
as claimed in claim 4 further comprising data elements which are adapted to contain 
data representations of the identification of the author of the bookmark. 
However, in an analogous art, Farringdon discloses providing location information to 
describe the physical location of the user and device. One type of associated 
information is text string that may be used to identify the location. A message can be 
inputted by the user to remind the user of what they need to do while at a particular 
location (paragraphs [0035-0038]). 

As per claim 9, Giniger, in view of Steinbach, discloses a virtual location 
bookmark for use with a system as described in claim 1 . 
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Giniger, in view of Steinbach, does not explicitly disclose in which the data elements are 
adapted to contain data representations of: 

a) the geographical position of the location; 

b) an identifier associated with the location. 

However, in an analogous art, Farringdon discloses a device having GPS location 
means and is able to take a record of current location information. The information 
describes the physical location of the user and device. The user of the device can 
gather physical location information of locations of interest to build up a set of "location 
bookmarks". The user can subsequently access this information at will. The user can 
also set specific alarm events for each location causing an output signal to be 
generated when the device returns to a particular location, (paragraphs [0031, 0034]). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Farringdon's data elements 
representing the geographical position and an identifier associated with the location in 
Ginger's system enabling the user to effectively build a library of specific location that 
can be accessed at will. 

4. Claims 3, 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Giniger et al. (hereinafter "Giniger", US Patent No 6,199,045 B1 ) in view of Steinbach et 
al. (hereinafter "Steinbach", US Patent Publication 2002/0183072 A1) in further view of 
Farringdon et al. (hereinafter "Farringdon", US Patent Publication 2002/0089421 A1) 
and in further view of Kitano et al. (hereinafter "Kitano", US Patent No 5,926,1 16). 
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As per claim 3, Giniger, in view of Steinbach and Farringdon, discloses a system 
as claimed in claim 2. 

Giniger, in view of Steinbach and Farringdon, does not explicitly disclose the system in 
which the geographical position data elements comprise: 

a) the latitude associated with the location; 

b) the longitude associated with the location. 

However, in analogous art, Kitano discloses a GPS detection means that detects 
current position such as a latitude and a longitude at which the portable terminal is 
positioned (column 4, lines 1-5, 57-60, column 5, lines 31-54). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate associating latitude and 
longitude with the location in Giniger in order for a terminal's position to be retrieved. 

As per claim 10, Giniger, in view of Steinbach and Farringdon, discloses a virtual 
bookmark as claimed in claim 9. 

Giniger, in view of Steinbach and Farringdon, does not explicitly disclose the system 
wherein the geographical position data elements comprise: 

a) the latitude associated with the location; and 

b) the longitude associated with the location. 

However, in analogous art, Kitano discloses a GPS detection means that detects 
current position such as a latitude and a longitude at which the portable terminal is 
positioned (column 4, lines 1-5, 57-60, column 5, lines 31-54). 
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Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate associating latitude and 
longitude with the location in Giniger in order for a terminal's position to be retrieved. 

5. Claims 5, 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Giniger et al. (hereinafter "Giniger", US Patent No 6,199,045 B1) in view of in view of 
Steinbach et al. (hereinafter "Steinbach", US Patent Publication 2002/0183072 A1) in 
further view of Farringdon et al. (hereinafter "Farringdon", US Patent Publication 
2002/0089421 A1) in further view of Kitano et al. (hereinafter "Kitano", US Patent No 
5,926,1 16) and in further view of Camhi (US Patent No 5,825,283). 

As per claim 5, Giniger discloses a system as claimed in claim 3. 
Giniger does not explicitly disclose the system comprising data elements which are 
adapted to contain data representations of the altitude associated with the location. 
However, Camhi discloses a tracking device that utilizes satellites of the Global 
Positioning System to provide location information such as latitude, longitude, and 
altitude (column 2, lines 63-67). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate associating altitude with the 
location in Giniger in order for automobile to be tracked. 

As per claim 1 1 , Giniger discloses a virtual location bookmark as claimed in claim 



10. 
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Giniger does not explicitly disclose the system further comprising the altitude associated 
with the location. 

However, Camhi discloses a tracking device that utilizes satellites of the Global 
Positioning System to provide location information such as latitude, longitude, and 
altitude (column 2, lines 63-67). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate associating altitude with the 
location in Giniger in order for automobile to be tracked. 

6. Claims 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Giniger et al. (hereinafter "Giniger", US Patent No 6,199,045 B1) in view of Steinbach et 
al. (hereinafter "Steinbach", US Patent Publication 2002/0183072 A1) in further view of 
Farringdon etal. (hereinafter "Farringdon", US Patent Publication 2002/0089421 A1) 
and in further view of Camhi (US Patent No 5,825,283). 

As per claim 7, Giniger, in view of Steinbach and Farringdon, discloses a system 
as claimed in claim 6. 

Giniger, in view of Steinbach and Farringdon, does not explicitly disclose the system 
further comprising data elements which are adapted to contain data representations of 
the accuracy of the data representations of the latitude, the longitude and the altitude. 
However, Camhi discloses a tracking device that utilizes satellites of the Global 
Positioning System to provide location information such as latitude, longitude, and 
altitude (column 2, lines 63-67). 
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Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate associating altitude with the 
location in Giniger in order for automobile to be tracked. 

As per claim 8, Giniger, in view of Steinbach and Farringdon, discloses a system 
as claimed in claim 1 in which the data elements are adapted to contain data 
representations of: 

c) an identifier associated with the location. 

Giniger, in view of Steinbach and Farringdon, does not explicitly disclose in which the 
data elements are adapted to contain data representations of: 

a) the latitude associated with the location; 

b) the longitude associated with the location; 

d) the altitude associated with the location. 

However, Camhi discloses a tracking device that utilizes satellites of the Global 
Positioning System to provide location information such as latitude, longitude, and 
altitude (column 2, lines 63-67). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate associating altitude with the 
location in Giniger in order for automobile to be tracked. 
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Response to Arguments 
The Office notes the following arguments: 

(a) Steinbach and Farringdon do not qualify as prior art because they were not 
publicly available at least before the earliest filing date of the Applicant's application. 
The application was filed in the US on August 20, 2001 . However, the Applicant 
claimed priority to a corresponding Canadian patent application filed on August 18, 
2000. 

In response to: 

(a) Applicant's argument filed has been fully considered but is not persuasive. 
Applicant does not receive benefit of the earlier filed Canadian application because the 
corresponding US application was filed more than 1 year after the Canadian filing date. 
.Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for priority under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d) 
based upon an application filed in Canada on August 18, 2000. A claim for priority 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d) cannot be based on said application, since the United States 
application was filed more than twelve months thereafter. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barbara N. Burgess whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3996. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00am-4:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Ettinene can be reached on (571 ) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Barbara N Burgess 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2157 



September 1 , 2006 
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